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BOX 2.3  House Reconciliation Directives

This excerpt from the concurrent budget resolution for fiscal year 2010 
stipulates reconciliation instructions for three House committees. These 
standing committees are the principal House panels that deal with health 
care issues: Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, and Education [and the 
Workforce].

SEC. 202. RECONCILIATION IN THE HOUSE.

(a)	 Health Care Reform.—

(1)	 The House Committee on Energy and Commerce shall report 
changes in laws to reduce the deficit by $1,000,000,000 for the 
period of fiscal years 2009 through 2014.

(2)	 The House Committee on Ways and Means shall report changes in 
laws to reduce the deficit by $1,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal 
years 2009 through 2014.

(3)	 The House Committee on Education and [the Workforce] shall 
report changes in laws to reduce the deficit by $1,000,000,000 for 
the period of fiscal years 2009 through 2014.

(b)	 Investing in Education.—The House Committee on Education and 
[the Workforce] shall report changes in laws to reduce the deficit by 
$1,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2009 through 2014.

(c)	 Submissions.—In the House, not later than October 15, 2009, the 
House committees named in subsections (a) and (b) shall submit their 
recommendations to the House Committee on the Budget. Upon receiv-
ing all such recommendations, the House Committee on the Budget shall 
report to the House a reconciliation bill carrying out all such changes 
without any substantive revision.

*****

Source: House Report 111-89, Conference Report to accompany H.Con.Res. 13, 
Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2010 (March 27, 2009), 13–14.

provided for three measures: a spending bill, involving cuts in mandatory 
programs as part of the GOP’s effort to demonstrate fiscal discipline; a 
tax bill, concerning $70 billion in revenue cuts; and a bill to raise the debt 
limit. These instructions follow the Senate parliamentarian’s current guid-
ance that only three reconciliation bills—tax, direct spending, and debt 
limit—are in order. (The House has no such limitation but observes the 
Senate’s interpretation.)

Reconciliation in the House is considered under the terms of a rule from 
the Rules Committee. Procedurally, reconciliation bills are focused on the 
Senate because measures governed by this process are treated differently 


